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An Omani-French joint
photography exhibition,
celebrating the 200th

anniversary of the

invention of photography,
will be unveiled at Stal

Gallery on April 15

photography exhibition

celebrating the 200th

anniversary of the inven-

tion of photography has
been organised by French Embassy
in Oman, in collaboration with Stal
Gallery, as part of the eighth edition
of the ‘French Week' 2026 pro-
gramme.

Inauguration of the exhibition will
take place at Stal Gallery on April 15
at 7pm, under the auspices of Dr Ab-
dulmonam Al Hasani, former minis-
ter of Information. The opening
ceremony will be attended by H E
Nabil Hajlaoui, Ambassador of
France in Oman, besides Luciano
Rispoli, Sophie Villeret, and Juliette
Yon of the French embassy, senior
artist Hassan Meer, and Volodymyra
Sobolevska of Stal Gallery.

H E Hajlaoui, states, “The French
embassy and Stal Gallery are coming
together to celebrate the 200th an-
niversary of the invention of photog-
raphy by French engineer Nicéphore
Niépce. As part of the French Week
2026 programme, the exhibitionis a
unique opportunity to explore the
evolution of this art in the sultanate
through the lenses of Omani and
French photographers, besides inno-
vative and inclusive ways to imagine
photography.

“Some of the artists we present
create photographic artworks Al-
based or artworks to be experienced
by both sighted and visually impaired
audiences. We are proud to show-
case historical and contemporary
works made by these talented
artists. Photography has been, and
remains, one of the cornerstones of
Omani-French cultural cooperation.”

The exhibition features French
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alongside Omani photographers
Hassan AlMeer, Anwar Sonya and
Qasim Al Farsi, as well as emerging
photographers Eman Ali, Abdulaziz
Al Hosni, Sard Visual, Waheeb Al
Wahaibi, Mahmood Al Zadjali,
Ahmed Al Togi and Ahmed Al

Wadi ghul Alhamra by Qasim al Farsi

Hosni.

Anwar Sonya, a leading figure in
Oman'’s contemporary art scene and
a participant in the 59th Venice Bi-
ennale (2022), and Art Paris-Abu
Dhabi, 2007 and 2008, presents in
this exhibition his photography, re-

flecting his long-term practice and
artistic development.

Anwar Sonya's photography col-
lection ‘The Journey Across Oman
(1970 - 2008)" is dedicated to the
many years of journeys made by
Anwar Sonya across Oman, reflect-

ing the natural, cultural, and social
diversity in Jabal Akhdar, Salalah,
Sur, Musandam, Wadi Al Alia, Bati-
nah, Muscat, Seeb, Bahla, Nizwa,
Yiti, Mutrah, Wadi Kabir.

Traditions to modernity
“Through these photographs, Oman
is revealed as a space of continuous
movement in time - from traditional
ways of life to modern develo-
pment, from old roads and settle-
ments to new cities and infrastruc-
ture,” says art researcher and
gallerist Volodymyra Sobolevska of
Stal Gallery.

“Sonya's photography also shows
the evolution of photography itself -
1980s - sepia-toned photographs re-
flecting the atmosphere of old Oman;
1990s - colour film photography rep-
resenting a period of active change,
and photography of 2000-2008
capturing  contemporary  life,”
Sobolevska added.

Hasan Meer's photograph was
taken in the late 1980s, at the begin-
ning of his journey with photography.
During that time, he moved between
Muscat and the interior of Oman,
capturing scenes of everyday life and
the surrounding landscape. His prac-
tice has since developed into a signif-
icant body of work, culminating in his
participation in the 59th Venice Bien-
nale (2022), where he presented his
work as part of the Oman Pavilion.

“Through my lens, | was observ-
ing a society in transition, where
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people, places, and traditions were
slowly changing. These images re-
flect how | perceived those subtle
transformations and the quiet dia-
logue between human presence and
the land,” says Meer.

The exhibition features Qasim
Mohammed Said Al Farsi, a Drone
Photo Awards 2021 winner, whose
practice focuses on landscape archi-
tecture and travel photography, and
who is affiliated with Fédération In-
ternationale de I'Art Photographique
(FIAP) and the Photography Society
of Oman.

Imagining images

The aerial photography of Qasim Al
Farsi ‘The dream football playground
in Sur (2022)" and "Wadi Ghul Al-
hamra (2019)" explores and unveils
the hidden geometry of Oman'’s ter-
rain, transforming landscapes into
powerful visual stories.

Photographs by Emmy Culianez
are designed to be experienced by
both sighted and visually impaired
audiences (for blind people).

“Each photograph is accompanied
by complementary elements - such
as descriptions, narratives, or sensory
components - allowing different
ways of approaching the image. Cre-
ated in the context of the bicentenary
of photography, my project questions
the idea of inclusion and explores
how photography can be shared be-
yond vision alone. The exhibition in-
vites visitors to experience images
not only by seeing them, but also by
imagining, listening, and feeling
them,” says Culianez.

Featuring emerging Omani pho-
tographers such as Eman Ali, Abdu-
laziz Al Hosni, Sard Visual, Waheeb
Al Wahaibi, Mahmood Al Zadjali,
Ahmed Al Togi and Ahmed Al
Hosni, the exhibition brings together
diverse practices, including iPhone
and Al photography, that reflect
contemporary social, cultural and
artistic transformations.

During the exhibition, Stal Gallery
offers guided educational tours for
schools, xcolleges, universities, and
touristic groups, including adapted
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Yoga, Kalari, Panchakarma, Massage, I0SH MANAGING SAFELY CERTIFICATION

MARRIAGE NOTICE Dhara etc... Rehabilitation, Beauty —
. Start Date End Date Training Mode
therpay & post Delivery Care 06/Apr/2026 09/Apr/2026 Online
|, LITTLE RAJ (holder of Indian Passport No. U2509590 13/Apri2026 16/Apri2026 O”'f”e
D/0S/0 SUDHA KUMARI having permanent residence 20AprI2026 2 Apri2026 Onl!ne
27/Apr/2026 30/Apr/2026 Online
in EDENBURG CITY, 44, BLOCK-D, FARIDABAD,
“Every Week MON to THU”

HARIYANA SECTOR-91(Complete postal address india
) and presently residing at MOSAIC HEIGHTS,
MUTTRAH, P.O. Box No.114, Sultanate of Oman
(Complete Postal ddress in Sultanate of Oman), intend to
marry /Ms. BAISHAKHI MAHAJAN (Holder of Indian
Passport No.V8585259) S/0/D/0 SUMIMAHAJAN at
Embassy of India, Muscat. | swear that | am/marrying her

For more information and bookings, please contact
Email: hse@tatioman.com, ashwag@tatioman.com
Tel: +968 95421148 / +968 99350121 / +968 96795010
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Quality car rentals

at competitive prices.

Technical & Administrative Training Institute LLC
P O Box 337 | Postal Code 115 | Madinat Sultan Qaboos | Sultanate of Oman.
Tel: +968 24693767/68 | Email: tatiho@omantel.net.om
www.tatioman.com

o Attractive rates for short-term

at my own free will and not under any duress and & long-term lease

CLASSIFIED | ISTINGS
MUSCAT DAILY offers a variety of classified listings for
individuals and establishments:

Situations Vacant/Wanted, Accommodation Wanted or
Available, Sale of Household ltems, Cars for Sale or Wanted,
Matrimonial Alliances, etc Please email your listing to dailyclassifieds
@apexmedia.co.om or call: 99104346

intimidation. Any objection towards this marriage may
please be communicated to Embassy of India, Muscat,
Diplomatic Quarters, Al Khuwair, P.O.Box No.1727, Postal
Code No.112, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman within 30(thirty)
days of publication of this newspaper advertisement.

Muscat 9014 6672, 9679 0684
Sohar 9731 6218 | Salalah 9429 9325
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